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Guatemala City: Protests &amp; Violence Continue
by Deborah Tyroler
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Published: Friday, May 8, 1992
April 30: Firefighters reported receiving 200 bomb threats targeting public buildings and shopping
centers in Guatemala City. Finance Ministry, Municipal Development Institute and Highway
Administration buildings and offices were evacuated. Authorities increased police security in
all public buildings throughout the city. All the bomb threats proved to be false alarms. The
Education Ministry suspended classes in all Guatemala City schools in an attempt to prevent further
clashes between students and police. Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon Carpio
told reporters, "The present situation is very delicate and reflects the serious socio-economic crisis
affecting most of the population." President Jorge Serrano told reporters that "destabilizing groups"
linked to the rebels and drug traffickers were behind recent bombings, bomb threats and student
protests. He dismissed the notion that conditions were ripe for a "social explosion," asserting
instead that "the economy is under control." May 4: Hundreds of students and teachers rallied in
front of the Presidential Palace in Guatemala City to demand the release of students arrested since
April 27, and the resignation of Education Minister Maria Beltranena. In statements to reporters,
President Serrano warned that he was prepared to shut down all schools where students had carried
out "acts of vandalism." The president said students' parents would be liable for all damages,
and he had "no qualms about applying the full force of the law against them." Spokespersons
for the National Secondary School Education Association (Asociacion Nacional de Educacion de
Ensenanza Media-ANEEM) asserted that President Serrano's threats to close down the schools
and cancel classes were "part of a preexisting plan." They added that the government intends to
militarize some campuses, and will eventually attempt to privatize secondary education. May 6:
Judge Antonio Calderon told reporters that during a meeting attended by Supreme Court of Justice
president Juan Rodil, Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon Carpio and secondary
school teacher representatives, an agreement was reached to request the release of 150 high school
students arrested for disturbing the peace. Two people were injured when a bomb exploded at the
Edificio Lucky, located near the Presidential Palace. The building houses Education Ministry offices.
Police deactivated a bomb placed in the offices of the Central American and Panamanian Nutrition
Institute (INCAP). Firefighters reported receiving at least eight additional bomb threats throughout
the day. May 6: Firefighters reported receiving 300 anonymous bomb threats aimed at buildings
located throughout Guatemala City. Included were the US, Nicaraguan and Mexican embassies, the
Presidential Palace, several government agencies, universities and hospitals. May 7: Five hundred
teachers, students and parents demonstrated in front of the Presidential Palace to demand the
release of the approximately 40 students remaining in police custody. The demonstrators protested
against bus fare hikes and the "negligence and incompetence" of Education Ministry officials, and
called for the Education Minister's resignation. Police deactivated a Claymore mine placed on a
major secondary street in the capital city. Firefighters reported receiving 400 false bomb threats
during the course of the day. (Basic data from Notimex, 05/04/92, 05/06/92; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 05/06/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/30/92, 05/04/92, 05/06/92,
05/07/92)

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 061360
ISSN: 1089-1560

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

